In conclusion a few words may be said about differential diagnosis. I 
Operative Treatment
It is essential at all stages to remove the cause of obstruction and to ensure that a continuity of healthy bowel remains before closing the abdomen. -This may be very easy, for example, when the obstruction is due to the kinking of a loop of intestine over a band adhesion and when the bowel has not become gangrenous; when, however, the obstruction has to be removed with a part of the intestinal tube the operation may be so serious that it requires to be performed in three or even four sittings.
As the condition of chronic intestinal obstruction advancing to acute obstruction is most commonly the result of a neoplasm in the great intestine the description of the operative treatment will be limited to this variety. Rectal growths will not be dealt with.
In each of the three stages of obstruction the object of the operation remains the same, the removal of the affected part of the bowel and the restoration of continuity.
In 
